NADIR  SHAH
suading the Sultan to dismiss him1 ; he was then virtually exiled to
Trebizond, of which place he was made Governor. He was subsequently
made Governor of Erzeroum and later of Erivan.
'Ali Pasha ftakimoghlu succeeded Topal 'Osman Pasha as Grand
Vizier. The fall of Topal 'Osman served to allay popular feeling, but no
attempt was made to abrogate the Persian treaty ; as ^will be seen below,
it was not long before Nadir rendered any such action by Turkey un-
necessary.
Almost simultaneously with the conclusion of the Turco-Persian
treaty, the treaty of Resht was signed by Russia and Persia. In October,
1730, the Empress Anna Ivanovna, alarmed at the heavy mortality from
fever and plague of the Russian troops in Gilan, sent a letter to Tahmasp
in which she laid down the principles on which Russia would evacuate
that province.2 In the following April her Ambassador, Baron Shafirov,
arrived at Resht in order to negotiate, in company with General Levashev,
a treaty with the Persians embodying these principles. In consequence
of Tahmasp *s Turkish campaign, these negotiations were much inter-
rupted, and it was not until the ist February, 1732, that the treaty of
Resht was signed.3 Russia agreed to return to Persia, within the
space of five months, all the territories occupied by her save those
to the north of the Kura ; these latter territories were to be held until
the Turks were expelled from Armenia, Georgia and the other Persian
provinces which they held. Freedom of trade was accorded to
Russian merchants in Persia and to Persian merchants in Russia, and
each power was to have a diplomatic representative at the court of the
other.4
At this time a person claiming to be Isma'il Mirza, a younger brother
of Tahmasp, reached Isfahan. He had, he said, escaped from Mafrmud's
clutches through the devotion of a servant, but had afterwards been cap-
tured and mutilated by the first pretender to take the name of Safi Mirza.5
The man's claims were investigated by the court, with the result that
Tahmasp accepted him as his brother. Soon after, some of the ministers
and eunuchs, and, it is said, even several of Tamasp's women, plotted
to depose the Shah and to replace him by Isma'il. The plot was dis-
1 Topal 'Osman's dismissal was a severe blow to France, because he had always been extremely
Francophile; during his tenure of the post of Grand Vizier he and the Marquis de Villeneuve
had worked very closely and harmoniously together; in fact, as A. Vandal has remarked :
" Jamais la France n'avait pe'ne'tre' plus avant dans les conseils de la Porte " (Une Ambassade
franfaise en Orient sous Louis XV. La Mission du Marquis de Villeneuve, 1728-1741 (Paris,
1887), p. 172.
1 See Butkov, Vol. I, p. 106.
* Ibid., to. no. See also the despatch of the 7th/i8th October, 1732, from Claudius Rondeau,
the British Minister at St. Petersburg, S.P. 91, Vol. XIII.
4 Butkov, Vol. I, p. 113.
•Seep. 13 above.

